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The National Curriculum for English (2014) aims to ensure that all pupils: 

• Read easily, fluently and with good understanding 

• Develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and 

information 

• Acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of 

linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language 

 

Reading underpins children’s access to the curriculum and it clearly impacts on their 

achievement. There is considerable research to show that children who enjoy 

reading and choose to read benefit not only academically, but also socially and 

emotionally. 

To be able to read, children need to be taught an efficient strategy to decode words. 

That strategy is phonics. It is essential that children are actively taught and supported 

to use phonics as the only approach to decoding. Other strategies must be avoided. 

Phonic decoding skills must be practised until children become automatic 

and fluent reading is established. 

Fluent decoding is only one component of reading. Comprehension skills need to be 

taught to enable children to make sense of what they read, build on what they 

already know and give them a desire to want to read. 

Reading increases children’s vocabulary because they encounter words they would 

rarely hear or use in everyday speech. Furthermore, children who read widely and 

frequently also have more secure general knowledge. 

Reference ‘Clark C and Rumbold. K ( 2006) Reading for Pleasure National Literacy Trust 

 

 

 

  Application of Phonics to Reading 
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