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10th of March 2026
Dear Parent/Carer

We are writing to high light out attendance expectations here at St Luke ‘s.  St. Lukes require regular, on-time attendance, aiming for a minimum of 95-96% to ensure students maximize educational opportunities [35]. Attendance is monitored fortnightly, with persistent absence defined as missing 10% or more of sessions (roughly 19 days or 1 day per fortnight). Missing 50% or more sessions is classified as severe absence, which triggers formal intervention. Parents must report absences immediately; holidays during term time are generally not permitted and may result in a Fixed Penalty Notice.

Your child’s % attendance can be found on the Arbor App.

This table shows how being away from school can quickly build up to lost learning time:

	Attendance level
	Number of school days lost
	Impact on pupil

	96% or above
	Less than 10 days absence a year 
	These pupils benefit from strong overall attendance and are well placed to make good progress at school.

	90%
	19 days absence a year
	Pupils in this group are missing a month of school per year; it will be difficult for them to achieve their best.

	85%
	29 days absence a year
	Pupils in this group are missing six weeks of school per year, and their progress will be significantly hindered.  Absence below 90% is seen as persistent absenteeism.

	80%
	38 days absence a year
	Attendance at this level is the same as missing a full year of school every five years.  











	
Minutes late per day
	= days of learning lost per year

	5
	3.2

	10
	6.5

	15
	9.5

	20
	12.5

	30
	19











We work closely with BCP attendance team, and our full attendance policy can be found on our website.

Annabel Pogson
Asst. Deputy Head 
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