[image: ]Creating a Positive Reading Culture at St Luke’s


This document outlines many of the ways that we, as a school, are developing children as readers.
Document to be read in collaboration with 
· Reading Policy
· Phonics Policy
· Reading Spine
· English Curriculum Overviews (Progressions, Long Term Plans and Medium Term Plans for Reading, Spoken Language and Drama, Spelling, Handwriting and Writing).
Daily Taught Reading Sessions
Daily reading sessions will be prioritised across the school. Their sole focus is to develop the children as readers, ensuring that both their decoding and comprehension strategies are developed to enable them to access a rich curriculum and beyond. 
Across the school:
· We have adopted a systematic synthetic phonics (SSP) programme for all pupils who are learning to read. 
· Direct teaching of phonics takes place every day for all children from the start of the Reception year until they can decode. 
· Interactive lessons ensure all children participate fully. 
· Teachers review GPCs already taught and provide further practice when children have gaps in their knowledge. Children are taught correct letter formation and practise it daily. 
· Children are given tasks that allow them to practise and apply what they have been taught. 
· Children practise reading only with books or texts that are decodable for them at that stage of their learning. 
· Children read a decodable book or other decodable text most days. 
· The organisation of books is matched closely to the order in which the phonics programme introduces GPCs and exception words. 
Infants and Early Reading
We as a school follow Essential Letters and Sounds.
Essential Letters and Sounds sessions will follow principles of effective sessions
1. PACE – no time is wasted during teaching sessions! Children are active and involved in a fun and creative way. The aim is for the children to complete the programme as quickly as possible.
2. PRAISE – teachers praise the children constantly throughout the teaching sessions. Children learn more quickly when they are praised for what they do well, rather than nagged for what they do wrong. The children are encouraged to praise each other and as a school we have developed several ‘Praise Phrases’ and ‘Praise actions’. Ask your child to demonstrate!
3. PURPOSE – each activity has a very clear purpose. The teacher will set this purpose at the beginning of the lesson so that the children know exactly what they will be learning.
4. PARTICIPATION – all children take part in all parts of the lesson. Full participation is gained through partner work and choral response.
5. PASSION – as a staff we are passionate about our teaching and the benefits of the Read, Write Inc. programme! We love teaching the sessions and this enthusiasm rubs off onto the children.
Juniors
Whole class reading will be prioritised with developing fluency. 
Each session will have a clear focus as per the reading long term plan.
High quality texts will be chosen. Staff will introduce these with enthusiasm.
(see reading policy for more guidance on effective whole class reading sessions).
Selected Texts
High quality texts will be chosen as per the St Luke’s Reading Spine. Books have been chosen based on key principles 
This list has been curated following reading research by Doug Lemov (Reading Reconsidered).
Texts have been chosen which contain either: archaic language, non-linear time sequences; are narratively complex; contain figurative or symbolic messages; or are resistant texts.

Furthermore, the spine has been designed around the key principles shared by Mary Myatt. 

Texts have been selected to:

· Provide a foundation of information to reason and problem solve the curriculum and the world around us
· provide the hinterland and background context for what is being studied
· provide children with rich dense texts which add an appropriate cognitive load and challenge for pupils
· contain tier two and tier three vocabulary: they keys to scholarship.
· increase the demand and level of challenge within classrooms
· contain a ‘big’ idea at its heart, for example, the power of friendship or the ability of power to corrupt 
· reflect a diverse range of voices and characters, reflecting the background of pupils in the school and society more widely 
· have rich, lyrical language 
· have the potential to develop pupils’ wider knowledge 
· deliberately widen horizons by offering culturally rich content
· offer opportunity for pupils to encounter a different genre or format so they have a chance to experience a wide range of literary forms and develop their own opinions and preferences?
· contain honest and integral expert knowledge which can be critiqued and debated

Reading Across the Curriculum
Reading is prioritised across the curriculum. Where high-quality texts can support the teaching of key knowledge and skills in other subjects, they are utilised and the adult is able to model fluency and high-quality reading aloud. Children are encouraged to embed new vocabulary across he curriculum to further support reading throughout the school day. 
Daily Story and Rhyme Time
Each class will have a daily story time. In the infants this extends to poetry too.
The main focus of this session is to develop a love of reading. It is vital that this time is sacred and no other tasks become a distraction. This is not tidy up time or a transition. It is expected that all children will be sat and fully engaging with the story time session. 
The session will involve:
· Short review of the text the previous day
· Adult to read (uninterrupted) to engage all learners
· A short summary / commentary at the end to excite children for the next session
This session is not aimed to teach children comprehension.
Each year group has a selected of books for ‘Love to Read’ time. These have been curated to expose our children to a range of high-quality texts (see Reading Spine document).
These books have been chosen because they do one of the following:
· elicit a strong response – curiosity, anger, excitement, laughter, empathy
· have a strong narrative that will sustain multiple readings 
· extend children’s vocabulary
· have illustrations which are engaging and reflect children from all backgrounds and cultures
· help children connect with who they are
· help children to understand the lives of people whose experiences and perspectives may be different from their own
This time is prioritised and each class will have a picture of the book they are currently reading a s a class on the door – this aims to ensure that all children and adults can talk about the books that are being read at the moment.
When the adult is reading during story time, they apply the following techniques to ensure the session is engaging and promotes a passion for reading: 
	Anticipation
	Before story time, think of how to build up pupils’ anticipation through the day. Say things such as: ‘Today, I’ve got a new story by … ‘; ‘I’m going to read later’; ‘I don’t want anyone looking into my drawer for the new book.’ Give clues to the new book you’ll read later – reveal them gradually throughout the day. Hold their eyes with yours and gain their attention. Tell them the name of the author, reveal the title and then start to read.

	Pace
	Adjust the pace of the reading to match the sense of the story/ poem, as tension builds, and to reflect characters’ ways of talking

	Voices
	Choose the best voice for: • the narrator: a neutral voice that won’t detract from the characters’ voices or a voice that gives away what the narrator is thinking • the main characters: high- or low-pitched? quick or slow? Not everyone can imitate accents successfully, but real life offers a multitude of voices to draw on: the ‘trying to impress’ voice, the ‘listen closely, I’ve got a good piece of gossip’ voice, the ‘I will say this only once/firm voice’, the ‘Oh, I agree (even when you don’t)’ voice. Remember, the voices have to be maintained for the whole story. If there are too many, it can be difficult for the pupils to identify and recall them.

	Pauses
	Decide on the best places to pause to convey shock, concern or, sometimes, just to tease. Pausing builds anticipation.

	Cliff-hangers
	Decide the moment to stop each reading. Leave pupils wanting more. Dickens was a master at this; directors of TV mini-series do this at the end of every episode.

	Word meanings
	When reading shorter books or poems, wait until the second reading to explain words. Tell the pupils what a word means: if they already know it, there is no point in asking; if they don’t, the question is pointless and encourages only guessing. If only a few pupils guess, it will distract others from the story. Even if some pupils know the meaning, it might not be, in any case, the correct meaning in the context of the story. Use short asides to explain a word or a specific use of a familiar word to avoid disrupting the flow, such as ‘”self-satisfaction” – Mole is pleased with himself’; ‘”sculling” – that means “rowing”.’

	Asides
	Use asides to show reactions to particular events: -‘I don’t think this is appropriate!’ -‘Oh, no. This isn’t looking like things will turn out well for him.’

	Illustrations
	Decide which pictures, if appropriate, to show – and when. If you have decided to show a picture, give the pupils enough time to look at it.

	Memorable words and phrases
	Colour your voice to give words meaning: whooped, wondered, wailed, or to convey an action: sprouted, quivered, squirmed. Emphasise memorable words and phrases. These will feed into pupils’ vocabulary and awareness of the syntax of literary texts and increase their comprehension.

	Joining in with poetry and stories
	Recite the poems pupils have read and discussed during English lessons. Choose the poem carefully – and, as with stories, get to know it before you read, taking into account the actions above.



Engaging Parents
At the start of Reception parents/carers are invited to a phonics workshop delivered by the Reception leader to introduce them to the programme and to share how they can effectively support their child at home. 
In Reception, whilst children are learning sounds at school, children will have the opportunity to practise the sounds that they have learned at school with their parents/carers.
Using Oxford Owl, online phonics matched books are set for home reading. 
Parents are informed of their child’s phonics and reading progress at parent consultations and in the annual school report.
Reading at Home
All children will be expected to read at home – a minimum of three times per week. This will form part of the ‘Reading Champions’ scheme. See Celebrating Reading section.
Infants 
Pupils take home books to develop their fluency, practise reading and develop a love of reading at home.
· Phonics matched Essential Letters and Sounds book
· ‘Love to Read’ book - a book they can share with an adult at home. These are high quality children’s books which are designed to foster a love of reading.
Juniors
Pupils take home two books to continue to develop their fluency, practise reading and develop a love of reading at home.
· Big Cat Assessed Book Band Book – levelled book (based on assessment) which offers longer and increasingly complex plots and chapters.
· ‘Love to Read’ book – a book the child has taken from the Junior Library during library time. Each class has a session to change books weekly. Adults will quality assure books to ensure that the children are taking home something which is going to challenge but engage them.
· Additional Books: Libraries are also open during lunchtimes and playtimes for children to take out an additional book to read.
If a child is still developing their decoding and continuing with Essential Letters and sounds, they would have access to the online Oxford Owl reading books to match their appropriate level. 
Celebrating Reading
Every child is encouraged to read at home through the Reading Champions scheme. Once a half term there is a reading celebration worship where reading is celebrated and certificates awarded. 
Reading Champions at St Luke’s
· Every child is encouraged to read at least 3 times per week. 
Children can read more than this but three times is a minimum expectation.
· Parents / carers at home record reading in child’s planner, noting what has been read and signing this.
· [image: ]On a Monday, teachers will collect in planners.
· If a child has read three times a week, they will receive a stamp in the bookmark in their planner 
· If the child has not read 3x, they will receive a reminder sticker in their planner. 
· [image: ]Each time a child reads 3 x a week (or more!) they will receive a stamp in their reading reward bookmark. When they have received 6 stamps (showing they have read 3x or more a week for 6 weeks), they will be awarded a special reading certificate.
· Each half term, there is a special reading celebration worship where certificates are awarded and celebrated.
· Once a child has filled their reading bookmark by reading 3 x or more a week on six occasions, they will move up to the next level of reading bookmark.
· The children will work through the colours of the Reading Champion Reward system which conclude with ‘Double Platinum’ for children who have read three or more times a week throughout the year and achieved all of the certificates.
· [image: ]At the end of the academic year, reading is celebrated through a special tea party for anyone who achieves ‘Double Platinum’ . 

Special Reading Days
Each year, the school celebrates world book day with special events and activities.
Reading Environment
Book areas are kept clean, tidy and show a respect and love for books.
Infants:
· Love to Read Book boxes – each year group has a shared store of high-quality love to read books, curated by the early reading leads
· Library – the infant library stocks a wide range of books for the children to explore
· Class books corners – EYFS/ Y1. Small mini library book corners with a small selection of books for the children to independently choose to read / re-read
Juniors:
At the juniors, books can be selected from the library, which is organised into fiction and non-fiction. In addition, there are stores of the levelled scheme books for children to self-select (when their level has been assessed by an adult). 
Junior classrooms do not have book corners, however, they do display books that have previously been read to them / high-quality books which are included in the year group ‘Love to Read’ library.

Books are displayed throughout corridor displays as part of values displays.
Each class will have a copy of the books they are reading as whole class texts.
Bumping into Books
Teachers will provide as many opportunities for children to bump into books. 
In EYFS, children can vote for the daily story when they arrive.
Other Strategies to Keep Children Reading
Core strategies to encourage sustained, voluntary reading include: 
· adults reading aloud regularly, including in class
· informal book talk, including recommendations from peers and adults 
· encouraging library use, including the local public library (trips to library in EYFS and Y3) 
· providing time to read 
· sociable reading environments, reading together and sharing books.
· Pupils have a book with them throughout the day.
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